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V ''mainly because he testified that Oswald was a poor nfle shot when he 
was in the Marines: 

Q. Did you fire with Oswald? 

A. Right; I was in the same Une It was a pretty big joke, because 

he got a lot of “Maggie’s drawers” [a red flag indicating the shot had 
mitwi the target], you know, a lot of misses, but he didn't give a dam. 

Q. Missed the target completely? 

A. He just qualified, that’s it. He wasn’t as enthusiastic as the rest of 
us. We all loved— liked, you know, going to the range. 

v The key element in this account is that Oswald ja^nXfi P^ 115 ^^^ 
— he didn't give a dam. He scored just one point above the score 
Necessary to qualify. As a raw recruit he had done better. And accord- 
ing to a report in Time, his Marine rifle-score book showed him 
“making 43 and 49 points out of a possible 50 in rapid fire at zoo yards 
from a sitting position, without a scope." 

In the spring of 1959 Oswald struck up an acquaintance with Kerry 
Thomley, another young radar operator, who would be so impressed 
by Oswald that he would writ e a novel a bout himjifter his defection. 
As in the case of Delgado, Oswald becamelnterested in Thomley after 
Thomley seemed to agree with some of his ideas — beginning with an 
admiration for the new Cuban leader. They met at a bull session 
during which Oswald learned that Thomley, too, was an atheist. 
“What do you think of communism?” Oswald asked him. When 
Thomley replied he didn't think much of it, Oswald told him, “Well, 
I think the best religion is communism.” At first Thomley felt that 
Oswald was merely playing to the crowd, but he later decided that 



* UJtu. 

&F 

i,fyh, 

W 

1 ht v( 

fbrjif 

: 

Wv* i 

Wav' 

u M' ^ 
,!ki W" 



Oswald sincerely believed “communism was the best system in the If v 
world.” Although he notic ed some gaps in Lee's knowledg e, Thomley ; ^ «V I*/ 
consideredhimto be ,r eiaremeIy~Tntelligent,” and was^urprised-on j > I >• y 
learning after the assassination that Oswald had never finished high ( £ V ^ ' h 
school. He thought the news media underestimated Oswald's under- j * , v y V ,v ' 
standing of Marxism: I . \/A 



I certainly think he understood much more than many people in the 
press have seemed to feel. I don't think he was a man who was grasping 
onto hit particular beliefs . . . trying to know something over his head, 
by any means. 
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Mr. Delgado. We went out to the field, to the rifle range, and before we set 
out we hud set up a pot. High score would get this money; second highest, 
and so forth down to about the fifth man that was high. 

Mr. Liebeleb. How many men were there? 

Mr. Delgado. Oh, in our company there was about roughly 80 men, 80 to 100 
men, and I would say about 40 of us were in the pot- All low ranking EM’s, 
though. By that I mean corporal or below. None of the sergeants were asked 
to Join. Nine times out of ten they weren’t firing, Just watching you. They 
mostly watched to see who was the best flrer on the line. 

Mr. Liebeleb. You say there were about 40 men Involved In this pot? 

Mr. Delgado. Yes. 

Mr. Liebeleb. And you say that Oswuld finished fifth 

Mr. Delgado. didn’t fher^ Hectfdn’t get no money at all. 

He Just barely gotHflf^^iiorCwhich I thfnk was about 170, I think it was, Just 
barely sharpshooter. 

Mr. Likheleb - Sharpshooter is the minimum 

Mr. Delgado. Minimum. 

Mr. Liebeleb. Rank? 

Mr. Delgado. It’s broken down Into three categories : sharpshooters — no ; 
pardon me, take that back; it’s marksman is the lowest, sharpshooters, and 
experts. And then Oswald hud a marksman’s badge, which was just a plain, 
little thing here which stated “Marksman” on It. 

Mr. Liebeleb. And that was the lowest one? 

Mr. Deloado. That was the lowest. Well, that was qualifying; then there 
was nothing, which meant you didn’t qualify. 

Mr. Liebeleb. Did you fire with Oswald? 

Mr. Delgado. Right; I was in the same line. By that I mean we were on 
line together, the same time, but not firing at the same position, but at the 
same time, and I remember seeing his. It was a pretty big Joke, Uec^st^^ 
got a lot of "Maggia’a drawers.” you know, a lot of misses, but he didn’t give a 



n»r. Liebeleb. 

Mr. Delgado. Hejust qualified, that’s it. He wasn’t as enthusiastic as the 
rest of us. We all loved — liked, you know, going to the range. 

Mr. Liebeleb. My recollection of how the rifle ranges worked is that the 
troope divided up into two different groups, oue of which operates the targets. 

Mr. Delgado. Right. 

Mr. Liebeleb. And the other one fires? 

Mr. Delgado. Right. 

Mr. Liebeleb. When you said before that you were in the same line as Oswald, 
you meant that you fired at the same time that he did? 

Mr. Delgado. Right And then all of us went to the pita, our particular lines ; 
then we went to the pits, you know. 

Mr. Liebeleb. Oswald worked the pits with you, the same time you did? 

Mr. Delgado. Right. And he was a couple of targets down. It was very 
comical to see, because he had the other guy pulling the target down, you know, 
and he will take and maybe gum it once in a while or run the disk up; but he 
had the other guy pulling it up and bringing it down, you know. He wasn’t 
hardly going to exert himself. 

Mr. Liebeleb. Do you remember approximately how far away Oswald was 
in the line from you when you fired? 

Mr. Delgado. Yes ; he was Just one over from me. 

Mr. Liebeleb. The next one, the very next one? 

Mr. Delgado. Not the next one, hot the one over from that. 

Mr. Liebeleb. There was one man between you and Oswald? 

Mr. Delgado. Right 

Mr. Liebeleb. Did you talk to him about his performance with the rifle at 
that time? 

Mr. Delgado. Not during that day, because I was mostly interested in my 
picking up the money, you know, and I wasn’t worrying about what he was 
doing; in fact if he wasn’t bringing it in, I didn’t care, you know. I didn't 
want no competition. 
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Mr. Deloado. We went out to the field, to the rifle range, and before we act 
out we hud set up a pot. High Bcore would get this money; second highest, 
and bo forth down to about the fifth man that was high. 

Mr. Lieuelek. How many men were there? 

Mr. Delgado. Oh, in our company there was ubout roughly 80 men, 80 to 100 
men. and I would say about 40 of us were In the pot All low ranking BM’a, 
though. By that I mean corporal or below. None of the sergeants were asked 
to Join. Nine times out of ten they weren’t firing, Just watching you. They 
mostly watched to see who was the best flrer ou the Une. 

Mr . Liebeleb. You say there were about 40 men Involved in this pot? 

Mr. Delgado. Yes. 

Mr. Liebki.ee. And you say that Oswald finis hed fi fth frogt ^ • 

Mr. Delgado. t&; He dldn’UY)i«;filai& EfrereTTe didn’t get no money at all. 
He just barely A^Te^hl^ I Mnl «aa about 170. I tblnk It was. just 
barely sharpshooter. 

Mr. Liebeleb. Sharpshooter Is the minimum 

Mr. Delgado. Minimum. 

Mr. Liedeler. Rank? 

Mr Delqado. It’s broken down into three categories: sharpshooters— no ; 
pardon me, take that back; it’s marksman Is the lowest, sharpshooters, and 
experts. And then Oswald had a marksman’s badge, which was Just a plain, 
little thing here which stated “Marksman” on It. 

Mr. Liebeleb. And that was the lowest one? 

Mr. Delgado. That was the lowest. Well, that was qualifying; then there 
was nothing, which meant you didn’t qualify. 

Mr. Liebeleb. Did you fire with Oswald? 

Mr. Deloado. Right; I was in the same line. By that I mean we were on 
line together, the Bume time, but not firing at the same position, but at the 
same time, and I remember seeing his. It was a pretty big Joke, becaujsJ^^ 
got a lot r»f drawer s.” you know, a lot of misses, but he didn’t give a 
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rest of us. We all loved— liked, you know, going to the range. 

Mr. Liebeleb. My recollection of how the rifle ranges worked is that the 
troops divided up into two different groups, one of which operates the targets. 
Mr. Deloado. Right 
Mr. Liebeleb. And the other one fires? 

Mr. Deloado. Right. _ , . 

Mr. Liebeleb. When you said before that you were in the same line as Oswald, 
you meant that you fired at the same time that he did? 

Mr. Deloado. Right And then all of us went to the pits, our particular lines ; 
then we went to the pits, you know. 

Mr. Liebeleb. Oswald worked the pits with you, the same time you did? 

Mr. Deloado. Right. And he was a couple of targets down. It was very 
comical to see, because he had the other guy pulling the target down, you know, 
and he will take and umybe gum it once In a while or run the disk up ; but he 
had the other guy pulling it up and bringing it down, you know. He wasn’t 
hardly going to exert himself. 

Mr. Liebeleb. Do you remember approximately how far away Oswald was 
In the line from you when you fired? 

Mr. Deloado. Yes ; he was just one over from me. 

Mr. Liebeleb. The next one, the very next one? 

Mr. Deloado. Not the next one, hot the one over from that. 

Mr. Liebeleb. There was one inan between you and Oswald? 

Mr. Delgado. Right. , ^ ^ 

Mr. Liebeleb. Did you talk to him about his performance with the rifle at 

that time? 

Mr. Delgado. Not during that day, because I was mostly interested In my 
picking up the money, you know, and I wasn’t worrying about what he was 
doing; in fact If he wasn’t bringing it in, I didn’t care, you know. I didn’t 
want no competition. 
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